
DATA TRENDS

Occupancy rate is a metric commonly used to 
examine the portion of a hospital’s inpatient 
capacity being utilized for inpatient care. It 
represents the percentage of a facility’s beds that 
are occupied, on average, each day of a specific 

period being studied. This percentage is calculat-
ed by dividing the number of patient days 
observed by the bed days available for the period. 
Frequently, the period studied is one year. The 
result can provide valuable insight for evaluations 
of whether adjustments are needed to operating 
capacities for individual institutions or entire 
markets. 

This analysis is based on Medicare cost report 
data for all hospital cost reports filed for the 
period that ended during 2016. The total days of 
acute care provided and acute care beds for all 
short-term acute care and critical access hospi-
tals were summarized, and the resulting days then 
were divided by the bed days available for the 
year. Bed days were determined by multiplying 
the number of beds by the number of days in the 
period, in this case 366, which accounted for 
2016 being a leap year. 

The exhibit presents national and state-by-state 
results for hospitals classified as either urban or 
rural based solely on location. The criteria used 
by CMS for reclassification by labor market were 
not considered in this analysis.

These results show significant variation between 
rural and urban hospitals and higher rates of 
occupancy among rural facilities in Northeastern 
states. Hospital operators may find these broad 
figures useful when beginning to examine their 
own occupancy rates versus peers and their own 
specific markets. 

This analysis was performed by American Hospital Directory, 
Inc., Louisville, Ky. For more information, contact William 
Shoemaker at wshoemaker@ahd.com.

acute care and critical access hospital 
occupancy rate variability by location 

ACUTE CARE HOSPITAL OCCUPANCY RATES BY STATE 2016

State Urban Rural State Urban Rural

National 64.00 42.77 MS 53.04 32.96

AK 67.44 29.00 MT 51.56 35.83

AL 64.60 35.43 NC 66.67 59.62

AR 60.30 30.49 ND 62.60 40.35

AZ 55.59 63.84 NE 63.27 25.29

CA 59.95 49.55 NH 63.19 58.08

CO 59.73 36.62 NJ 66.38 n/a

CT 80.33 64.67 NM 68.23 29.64

DC 77.29 n/a NV 72.21 31.55

DE 63.21 62.17 NY 74.19 74.04

FL 64.21 56.49 OH 62.39 46.65

GA 71.11 33.89 OK 58.97 32.20

HI 71.35 55.51 OR 67.85 43.01

IA 62.38 24.32 PA 61.92 45.09

ID 56.73 24.12 RI 63.36 n/a

IL 59.46 38.89 SC 63.86 41.56

IN 58.80 33.47 SD 60.68 22.12

KS 60.01 22.97 TN 63.85 50.31

KY 66.48 41.77 TX 63.47 31.45

LA 53.92 28.61 UT 56.89 24.14

MA 68.41 72.26 VA 66.20 37.88

MD 76.03 65.36 VT 71.99 51.02

ME 61.55 49.97 WA 70.80 39.79

MI 64.47 54.89 WI 60.37 29.95

MN 67.20 28.30 WV 58.28 32.13

MO 61.55 36.30 WY 59.69 21.47
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